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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

Mission to Georgia

Technical Working Group (TWG), Parliamentary Elections 28 March 2004

Loose Minutes of the Meeting, 17 March 2004

1. Update from the CEC

The CEC provided a brief update on the training of PEC and DEC members. The Chair, Deputy Chair and Secretaries of PECs were trained from 6 to 15 March. Information sessions for other PEC members started on 15 March [this is a new initiative compared to previous elections]. The two-day training of DEC members took place as scheduled on 13 to 14 March 2004. On 22 to 25 March sessions will be held providing the PEC with the latest updated information. 
Voters Lists have been posted in most places, with a few exceptions. The 09 Hotline is open and people can use it to check their names on the list. The 09 Hotline will also be operational from 24 March in order for citizens to get information on how to handle possible violations. The line will be operated by lawyers trained in election law. PSAs are being aired and some 300,000 leaflets with voting information have been printed. 4400 ballot papers in Braille are being printed. The needed number is based on information from NGOs working with person with visual impairments.   
As for procurement the CEC could inform that the Voter Marking materials arrived on 16 March. UNDP informed that procurement of other election material like envelopes, stamps, etc. is progressing as planned. 
2. The Elections Media Centre.

The Elections Media Centre provides a brief overview of its activities. The Centre was established in October 2003 with German funding by IFES, UNDP and the Georgian UN Association. It works in three phases to increase the awareness of electoral issues: In the Pre-election period the Centre organises Press Conferences, Roundtables, Presentation of Political Party Platforms (so far NM, Labour and the Socialist have presented platforms). The Schedule for future presentations like New Rights on 19 March 2004 can be seen on the Centre website: http://www.elections.ge
On E-Day press conferences will be conducted every two hours. Post-election activities will include dissemination of reports by national and international organisations. 

3. Ajara
The CEC reported that Polling Stations have opened and that people have come to register. However, the CEC could not provide any information on developments since the events on 14 March. 

IFES reported that training of election commission staff is going ahead in Ajara. 
ISFED has 300 observers to cover the 275 PECs and 6 DEC in Ajara. ISFED coordinators have day-to-day contact with DEC and PECs. ISFED reported that on 16 March all polling stations were open. Registration started, but the events seem to have slowed down the registration significantly (although Polling Stations remain open). Before the registrations was ‘high’, now it is ‘low’. ISFED had experienced no pressure when conducting its activities. 
New Generation will have 50 observers in Ajara if elections go ahead in the region. 

CARE reported that they have ceased activities in Ajara for the time being due to security concerns. CARE also provided details on an incident involving the USAID funded local organisation ‘Intellect.’ The leader of the organisation was detained and questioned, while other members had been threatened. Subsequently the leadership left Ajara. 
IFES Ltd. also decided to cease its activities in Ajara based on security concerns. 

ODIHR informed that their observers will return when the conditions allow this. 

A GEAP Project Manager originally from Ajara reported that according to his information ordinary people stay at home, in the streets are mostly masked persons, the market is empty and bread prices have doubled. 
4. Misc.

The CEC asked for assistance in the distribution of voter information materials, those organisations interested can contract the CEC Public Relations Office. 
USAID will host another meeting on domestic observation missions on Monday 22 March 1500-1700hrs.
Next TWG to be held on 25 March, 1600hrs. 
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